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· Podcast no 2 – the idea of Italy in 1815.

· In today’s podcast we’re going to take a look at the ‘idea’ of Italy in 1815, what people living in the peninsula might have said if they’d been asked ‘what is Italy?’.  We’re also going to be finding out about how this idea of ‘Italy’ was changed by Napoleonic rule.

· Those living in Italy might not have seen Italy was we do now.  When Napoleon first invaded, he announced an essay competition.  Writers entered their ideas for how to rule “Italy”. Even those who wrote essays about her often assumed that ‘Italy’ meant only the northern part of the peninsula.  

· In some ways French rule continued the idea that Italy was a collection of states, rather than something that might become one country.  For example, Italy was never unified under the French, it was split into an often changing group of states, all of which were ruled either directly or indirectly by France itself.  For instance.  When he first invaded, Napoleon created the Cisalpine republic, made up of bits of Lombardy, and the Papal States, eventually Napoleon added other parts of Italy to this ‘republic’ and it became the Kingdom of Northern Italy, ruled by Napoleon himself, as King.  

· Although, as we have seen, some Italians did very well from Napoleonic rule, not all of them benefitted, and French modernising challenged some very deep seated ideas held by those living across the peninsula.  The Catholic Church did especially badly – its monasteries were closed and the land sold, often cheaply, to the middle class and middle ranking aristocrats we mentioned earlier.  Priests lost jobs that they had held in the governments of various Italian states, and the Pope’s temporal power, his right to rule like a king, in the Papal States, was brought to an end.  This meant that later on, when unification became a possibility, the Church was much more afraid of change.  Indeed the Church resisted unification, in case such change again damaged its wealth and power, as reform had during Napoleonic rule.

· For ordinary, peasant, Italians the church was important; it heavily influenced their ideas and helped them when times were difficult.  Life for the peasantry was probably not very much improved by French rule – they remained often very poor, unable to read, and much more concerned with their own survival and with very local concerns, rather than with ideas of Italy, reform or rebellion.  To that extent French rule made Italian peasants probably suspicious of change, rather than hoping for a unified Italian state.

· So, thinking about what we’ve learned in the last two podcasts, how can we summarise the effect of Napoleonic rule on the chances for unification.

· On the one hand the French put in place ideas and laws that might have encouraged unification.  They removed trade barriers, introduced a criminal law right across the peninsula and put in place modern government.  Civil servants and tax collectors made the states of Italy run well.  They made it easier for ideas to spread by relaxing press laws.  Even the hatred created by French rule in some Italians might have encouraged unification.  Many Italians were united in their hatred of French taxes, French conscription and French rule.

· This hatred had created many secret groups and societies that were working to kick-out the French.  These societies, and those that followed on would go on to play a part in the unification process.

· On the other hand the French deliberately kept Italy split into different countries.  The states changed frequently, so that people didn’t become loyal to them.  Finally, as Pearce and Stiles point out ‘for most Italians life was a constant struggle for survival, and politics seemed entirely irrelevant’ French rule hadn’t really done anything to improve the lives of most ordinary Italians, living as peasants.  The idea of a ‘united’ Italy mattered little to most people. 

· In any event, Napoleon’s defeat in 1815, at the battle of Waterloo, saw the end of French rule in Italy, and across Europe.  The great powers, gathered in Vienna in Austria to work out how Europe would work now that Napoleon was gone.  In the next podcast we’ll look in some detail at the kind of Italy that the great powers, Britain, Prussia, Austria and Russia had in mind, as part of this greater European settlement.
· Something to do?

· Read pages 16 – 19 of Darby’s Textbook and make notes on the different states of Italy.  You could download the map document and use this to make your notes on.

