	Title: What was the most significant weapon of the First World War?


	Aims for Students: To consider the meaning of “significance”, to use criteria for significance to make an assessment about the weaponry of the First World War. To make persuasive powerpoint presentations and to actually present them!
Aims for me:



	Things needed before lessons starts
2 lessons – first in a computer lab, second in a room with projection equipment.



	Time Plan

	Activity
	Resources
	Time

	Starter
Introduce the idea of GREAT.
	
	5

	Main (1)  - Introduce the task

Put students into 5 groups. Each group is to come up with a handout and a powerpoint presentation that argues that their weapon was the most significant of WW1.

· Gas

· Machine Guns

· Tanks

· Bayonets

· Rifles

Using the great website at http://www.firstworldwar.com/weaponry/index.htm
You can decide whether to let students also use google/other sites for their research


	
	

	Teacher Exposition (1)
Using the ‘bad’ powerpoint present about the significance of ‘mortars’ – ham this up, mumble, read off the two slides, move quickly through the pictures.  

Lead a brief discussion as to why the powerpoint was rubbish – main points

· Some screens dull

· Some screens flashy

· Too much text

· Not making an argument

· Doesn’t mention the GREAT criteria

Then introduce criteria by which their PPoints will be judged, by the whole class

· Useful, informative background information

· Interesting exciting presentation

· Strong, powerful arguments that persuade

Each criteria will be judged by the class out of 10 at the end of the lesson


	
	

	Main (2)
Groups work on their research.  Teacher role is one of questioning – and focusing.  Keep them on the GREAT criteria – the brightest groups will perhaps want to make 5 slides, one on each of GREAT.  Weaker groups might need help in this structuring.  
This will probably go on for the rest of a lesson, with the presentations being given next lesson in a room with a ppoint projector, or you could hassle them on to finish this lesson.
	
	

	Plenary (this will take up the second lesson)

Make presentations – give students a print out of the criteria spreadsheet – so they can retain their own personal scores

In groups they must then decide on their group decision – what was the most effective presentation

Take scores from each group – work out which was the most effective presentation

IMPORTANTLY you must then return to the GREAT criteria – was the best presentation actually about the most significant weapon – lead a discussion  and use GREAT to scaffold it. 
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